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 Be Joyful in HOPE, 
    Patient in AFFLICTION, 
         Faithful in PRAYER.    Romans 12:12 

                     A newsletter for the community of Saint Simon the Apostle Catholic School 

2017 Fall Day of Service 

St. Simon Middle School students participate in a weekly advisory program that emphasizes servant leadership. 
Throughout the school year, students participate in a variety of service projects, including the Fall Day of Service. 

Almost 250 students in grades 6 through 8, ventured out into the community on October 4th to help at local chari-
ties. They traveled to 14 different charities to share their God-given gifts and talents. Some of the charities included 

St. Vincent de Paul Distribution Center and Food Pantry, Agape Unbridled Hope, Art with Heart ,and Lambswear. 
Almost 60 teachers and parent volunteers assisted with the driving and supervision of activities.  
The students thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity and many of them have decided to volunteer  

at the charities for additional service hours.  

  

  



 
 

 Welcome to the 2017-2018 School Year! I would like to take the opportunity to welcome back all of 
our returning Saint Simon families, as well as those of you who are new to us this year. The staff is thrilled 
and looking forward to an outstanding school year. We are ready for the humbling task of preparing all 
students to be successful learners. We believe that it is critical to provide leadership opportunities, char-
acter education, and exposure to a wealth of experiences in order to prepare our students to be success-
ful Christian adults. 
 Our school has a strong history of academic excellence integrated with the teachings of our Catholic faith. Students as 
young as Pre-K participate in service projects that reflect the Spiritual and Corporal Acts of Mercy. Our students Feed the 
Hungry, Clothe the Naked, Visit the Sick, Pray for the Living and the Dead, and Comfort the Afflicted throughout the school 
year. What a wonderful way demonstrate what we are called to do; serve one another and love our neighbors! Our teach-
ers and staff are here to help all students get the most out of their time at Saint Simon, as we live out our vision of: A Catho-
lic Community dedicated to the spiritual and academic development of the whole child. 
 Our spiritual theme this year is “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction and faithful in prayer” Romans 12:12. In Ro-
mans, Paul spells out some of the ways our faith and doctrine should be demonstrated in our daily lives. As we do so beauti-
fully each year, our students will begin to understand the importance of God’s words through living this verse and seeing 
the power of Hope, Patience and Prayer. 

 This year will be filled with numerous opportunities for our students, as well as our parents. Saint Simon takes great 
pride in establishing an atmosphere that invites its valued community to be a part of the educational process. We welcome 
your attendance at school events and encourage your participation by volunteering in our school. You are a valued member 
of our team! 

 

Peace and Blessings, 
Mrs. Cathlene Darragh 

 

 
8th grade at JA Job Sparks 

Fifth  grade at Eagle Creek 

2nd grade at Tuttle’s Orchard 

Royals on the Go! 

Third grade at the Capitol Building Pre– K visit with Lawrence Township Firemen 

Principal’s Corner 



Growth Mindset 
Failure is the MOST essential step to SUCCESS! 

What is a mindset? Thanks to researcher, Dr. Carol Dweck, a Stanford University pro-

fessor of psychology, we can categorize mindsets into two different belief 

systems– fixed or growth. A person with a fixed mindset be-

lieves you either are or aren’t good at something, based on 

your inherent nature, because of who you are. A fixed intel-

ligence mindset holds on to the belief that a person’s          

intelligence, character and creativity are all 

static. 

  

    

 On the contrary, people with a growth mindset believe any-

one can be good at anything because of your abilities and effort.  

Individuals with a growth mindset seek challenges and believe    

failure is NOT proof of unintelligence, but an opportunity to grow          

and develop. Mistakes are embraced and valued.  

 
 

      Growth mindset has been a key topic of study and professional development for St.     

Simon teachers and staff during the 2016-17 and 2017-18 school years. Students have also 

started becoming more and more aware of the benefits of having a growth mindset! In the 

next several months, we will be providing additional information for parents regarding growth 

mindset, as well as providing suggestions and strategies for championing a growth mindset 

with your children outside of school. What’s your mindset?  

“I haven’t failed– I’ve just found 10,000 ways that don’t work.”  ~ Thomas Edison 



Brett Eastburn  

Helps Students Kick-off the School Year 

Brett Eastburn was born with no arms and no legs, but more importantly, he 

truly believes that he was also born with no handicaps! Mr. Brett Eastburn spoke 

to St. Simon students during the first week of school. He emphasized that every-

one can be successful if you believe in yourself! He also believes you are handi-

capped only if you allow yourself to be. Brett considers his body a very special gift 

to be used to inspire others to be the best they can be!  

During the presentation, Brett shared his personal journey, including his deep faith and ongoing perse-

verance. Brett demonstrated how he can perform every day tasks, such as opening a can of Coke, 

throwing a football, shooting a basketball and breaking a board in half. Mr. Eastburn even showed stu-

dents how he can apply his artistic abilities and drew a Garfield cartoon character. We are thankful for 

Mr. Eastburn’s  inspiring words and for modeling a growth-mindset attitude! 

Second Grade Students Make Chalices 
Our 2nd grade students are preparing for the sacraments of Reconciliation and First Holy Communion.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday, October 13th, they shared a beautiful evening together in a retreat to reflect on this period 

of preparation.  The evening was filled with a Prayer for Friendship, a Friendship Kit, and chalice 

painting.  Each year, chalice painting is a wonderful way for every 2nd grade student to personalize his 

or her chalice. The chalices are then used at home to practice how to properly receive Holy Eucharist.  

It is also a wonderful reminder in years to come of these special sacraments.  

 

Please keep our 2nd graders in your prayers as they near their Reconciliation in November and               

First Holy Eucharist this coming April.  



 On October 13th and 14th, St Simon Theater presented Disney’s production of, “High School Musical, Jr.” 

As seventy-four 5th thru 8th graders took the stage, the audience was transported to East High School, home 

of the Wildcats, a school where students of differing backgrounds and interests learned respect and apprecia-

tion for each other’s differences and came together as one united group! Now in our 6th year of production, St. 

Simon Theater has continued with strong student participation! The joy and excitement of our theater mem-

bers was inspiring to see as they stretched themselves in their acting, singing, problem solving and community 

building skills. We said farewell to 23 wonderful 8th graders this year who have contributed in tremendous 

ways to the St. Simon theater program. We wish them the very best as they move into their high school years 

and remind them of the importance of “not sticking to the status quo” rather, pressing forward with a sense of 

freedom to develop into the person whom God created them to be.  

 The goal of Saint Simon Theatre is to give our students the opportunity to explore the fine arts and use 

their God-given talents to share music, dance, technical skills, and joy with their audiences. Our program motto 

comes from 1 Thessalonians 5:11—“Encourage one another and build each other up.” This scripture verse 

serves as an inspiration for our student actors both during rehearsals and in their interactions throughout our 

school and in the community. A special thanks to all the volunteers who made the show such a huge success, 

and to Mrs. Marla Smith and Mrs. Suzanne Collins for their phenomenal leadership!  

We’re All In This Together! 



 

 

 Were you aware that St. Simon now has a full-time 
guidance counselor? Welcome Mr. Justin Griswold, who 
joined the St. Simon staff for the 2017-2018 school year. 
 Mr. Griswold is a native of central Indiana, attending 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel and Guerin High School, which is 
where he first became interested in psychology when he 
wrote a thesis on personality theories and sports medicine. 
He went on to receive his Bachelors in psychology and his 
Masters in mental health counseling, both from Franciscan 
University in Steubenville, Ohio.  

 Before coming to St. Simon, Justin worked in a chal-
lenging role as a mental health counselor at a local agency 
helping both children and adults with anxiety, depression, 
PTSD, and autism, to name a few. But when a call came 
from a friend about the position at St. Simon, he jumped at 
the opportunity to get back to his Catholic school roots and 
explore his interest in the integration of psychological and 
spiritual health.  

 His role at St. Simon is to help students better navi-
gate childhood and help parents find and meet the needs of 
their individual children. One of his goals is to get to know 
and create relationships with the students and parents so 
they will feel comfortable coming to him for guidance.  

 He also wants to change the stigma associated with 
counseling. “All people need help somehow or in some way 
at some point in their life. Counseling isn’t just for mental 
health disorders. Sometimes people get stuck and just need 
an outside perspective, and it’s courageous to ask for help,” 
he said. He wants people to know that he’s here to help, 
however possible. 

 Right now he’s focused on building the St. Simon 
counseling program, which will include bringing the stu-
dents lessons on coping, self-esteem, healthy friendships 
and organizational and study skills in the near future. So far 
his time at St. Simon has been “awesome”, noting that eve-
ryone is so welcoming and it’s clear that the students, par-
ents and faculty all truly want to be here. And, he’s excited 
about the opportunity for the school ministry to have a revi-
talization in faith in partnership with new Priest, Father John 
McCaslin.  

 When he’s not busy at St. Simon, he lives an active 
lifestyle, playing sports, and traveling with his fiancé, Dan-
ielle. 

 Much like one of his influencers, Saint Pope John 
Paul II, he describes himself as hard-working, loyal, faithful 
and, most importantly, understanding.  

Spotlight on Mr. Griswold 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations Class of 2018! 

St. Simon has many great traditions. One of the first tra-
ditions, in a year of many for the 8th grade class, is the 

surprise 8th Grade Pep Rally. 

This year’s event occurred after Mass on September 8th.  
Parents waited anxiously in the Sims Center for their 
8th graders to arrive with one goal…celebrating their 

child! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 8th graders were welcomed with baby pictures, over
-sized pictures, and parents dressed like students and 
cheerleaders. Students also received their official class  
t-shirt. The pep rally was a great way to gather family 

and school together to celebrate 8+ years of  
St. Simon education for our students! 



 

Science Students Skyrocket into Space 
 

Students in grades 4-8 have been chosen to participate in the sought-after Student Spaceflight Experiments Program (SSEP). This 
competition-style program provides an opportunity for students in upper elementary school through college to design micrograv-
ity experiments, with the possibility of their experiment running simultaneously on the International Space Station for analysis. 
The astronauts will follow the procedure developed by the kids on the chosen team and the same test will run concurrently on 
Earth by the students, with the results brought back to earth for student analysis. 
 
St. Simon is only the second school in Indiana to ever participate, successfully rallying the school and parish community to pro-
vide the financial support needed to be considered and develop the chosen experiment. We will be the 12th mission to have 
gone out to the space station and one of 32 communities on Earth whose proposal was chosen and able to raise the funds    
needed - way to go! 
 
A program of the National Center for Earth and Space Science Education (NCESSE), the SSEP competition begins with a standard 
call for research proposals, asking students to provide details surrounding the specific area of research and science they are pur-
suing.  After whittling down the entries to three from our school, the proposal responses are submitted and peer-reviewed by a 
team of research scientists from the Smithsonian and NCESSE, who will 
chose the experiment from St. Simon that will be executed in space. 
 
Students will learn how scientific research proposals are done in the real 
world, learn about microgravity, and how to write persuasively so that their 
project is chosen. The younger grades at St. Simon have been tapped to de-
sign Mission Patches that show the individuality of our community and what 
our mission is at its core. The two mission badges that the 8th grade leader-
ship team have chosen will fly into space with the chosen experiment! 
 
The winning team will be invited to Cape Canaveral to watch the launch of 
the Space X rocket from the old Apollo launch pads. After the experiments 
are complete, the kids will be invited to attend a scientific symposium at the 
Smithsonian where they can be part of their own session explaining their 
experience. Good luck to our talented science students! 

It’s R.O.Y.A.L.S. Time!  

Have you heard about ROYALS time? St. Simon students in grades 1st through 5th participate in 

ROYALS Time four days a week (not on Mass days.) During ROYALS Time, students are provided 

an opportunity to develop specific skills unique to his or her needs. The skills may be focused on 

math, writing, reading or other subject areas. ROYALS Time– which stands for Reaching Our 

Yearly Academic Levels of Success– involves all Enrichment teachers, support staff and general 

education teachers in grades 1-5.  

GO ROYALS!  



St. Simon Fall Sports 


